Abdominal pain in pregnancy is common, with a differential diagnosis that can encompass obstetric, surgical and medical conditions. This infographic offers clinicians an overview of some of the key aspects to recognising and investigating surgical causes of acute abdominal pain in pregnancy.
A mother will be anxious regarding the reason for the pain and the risk to her baby Surgical conditions, such as appendicitis and bowel obstruction, are uncommon, but clinicians need to be alert to the possibility of them and aware they can present differently in pregnancy Past obstetric, medical, surgical and family history 
Bowel obstruction
Flank or back pain; features of sepsis Urinalysis (leucocytosis, microscopic haematuria), biochemistry (sepsis, renal impairment).
Ultrasound and/or MRI

Ureteric obstruction and pyelonephritis
Specialists in obstetrics and gynaecology may be quick to attribute symptoms to obstetric complaints and fail to recognise other important differentials 10 key takeaways Don't be quick to attribute symptoms to obstetric complaints Don't delay treatment by requesting imaging if the patient is unstable Don't forget to determine priorities for the mother and baby before agreeing the therapeutic approach onlinetog.org
